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The IPA Association of America (TIPAAA) Announces New Technology-focused Strategic Planning Program 

Program Features Innovative Toolset, Consulting Services to Help Physician Organizations Understand and Adopt Health Information Technology (HIT) Strategies

IRVING, TEXAS — May 25, 2006 — 

TIPAAA, the leading trade association serving Independent/Integrated Physician Associations (IPAs), announced today a jointly developed strategic planning program and toolset specifically designed for IPAs, MSO, PHOs and large physician practices.  The HIT Roadmap Development Program is the collaboration of four leading healthcare solution and consulting companies, bringing proven experience in the development and implementation of organization management solutions, and HIT-enabled environments supporting clinical information processing.  The companies are: CS Partners, of Monarch Beach, California; Healthcare Innovation Partners, of Fort Lauderdale, Florida; IQSResearch of Louisville, Kentucky; and Healthvision Inc., of Irving, Texas.

 This affordable program features a targeted survey tool that assesses an organization’s business goals, objectives, operating requirements and resources.  Survey results will be combined with a customized, strategic planning process enabling managers to identify and understand specific opportunities to create IT strategies supporting key business goals.  In particular the program’s process enables participating managers to identify where and how IT applications can be implemented to achieve greater efficiencies and quality of care.  

The HIT Roadmap Development Program will provide a picture of each organization’s business model, resources and goals, and outline specific operational and clinical areas that can be improved through the strategic application of HIT solutions.  Participants will receive a “Technology Blue Print and Roadmap,” focusing on the clinical and HIT tools managers can use to share pertinent patient information with other providers, purchasers, and patients across the continuum of care.

“Today’s physician managers are really challenged to examine and assess the types of HIT applications available,” stated Albert Holloway, Founder and President of TIPAAA.  “TIPAAA has partnered with these leading consulting companies to develop a program of real value for our members by providing a structured assessment and planning toolset specifically tailored to physician office business.  The ultimate goal is to enable IPAs and related organizations to identify key business and technology areas for improvement, and understand how various HIT applications can improve these areas.”

“Healthvision is excited to be working with TIPAAA on this innovative and timely planning program,” explained Jim Elder, Executive Vice President of Healthvision.  “Our company has seven years of experience helping more than 350 healthcare organizations understand, plan for, and adopt HIT solutions that create real Connected Healthcare Communities.  We look forward to assisting IPAs and other provider-managed organizations, assess their operations and resources, understand the value of HIT solutions, and create roadmaps for future gains in efficiency and quality of care.”

Initial Phases of the HIT Roadmap Development Program
The HIT Roadmap Development Program features four initial phases that will be used to assess each participating organization’s operations, identify potential areas for improvement, and develop Technology Blue Print and Roadmap documents.  The first phase features an interactive survey designed to help participants identify current and anticipated operational needs, and develop a customized roadmap of HIT-related solutions and services.

Step One:
Organization managers complete the online survey assessing business models, goals, objectives, existing and future plans.  The survey tool is a critical first step in creating a roadmap for IPAs and related organizations to move from their current business model to an integrated model for the future, such as a RHIO or a health information exchange (HIE) organization.

Step Two:
TIPAAA sends participants a comprehensive report, comparing each organization’s results to peer group data, highlighting key benchmarks, and indicating potential areas for improvement.

Step Three:
Program participants can attend a web seminar discussing key results, benchmarks, and highlights of the best management and technology practices from the top performing practices.  The collective information will guide the development of related consulting services and HIT solutions delivered to participating organizations.

Step Four:
Program participants and HIT Roadmap Development consultants can jointly develop a “Technology Blue Print and Roadmap” addressing how each organization can realize tangible and significant improvements by adopting HIT applications, including EMRs, practice management, clinical toolsets, HIE and related communications infrastructure.  

HIT Roadmap Development Program’s Web Seminar Events
The first in a series of web seminar events will be held on June 27, 2006 at 2:30pm Eastern Time/1:30pm Central Time/12:30pm Mountain Time/11:30am Pacific Time, and will present an overview of the TIPAAA strategic planning program, including the survey tool.  To attend this event, visit  HYPERLINK "http://www.healthvision/tipaaa" http://www.healthvision/tipaaa.

About The IPA Association of America (TIPAAA)

The IPA Association of America (TIPAAA) is the leading trade association serving Independent/Integrated Physician Associations (IPAs).  Founded in 1994 in Oakland, California, TIPAAA provides a wide range of products, services, and educational programs designed to help IPAs operate effectively and successfully in managed care.  The association has nearly 900 organization members, chapters in 39 states (with more in development), and represents more than 300,000 U.S. physicians affiliated with IPAs.  TIPAAA’s mission is to provide services that assist Independent/Integrated Physician Associations (IPAs) nationwide in improving their overall operations and becoming more cost efficient in the managed care environment.  For more information, visit  HYPERLINK "http://www.tipaaa.com" http://www.tipaaa.com.

About CS Partners 

 

CS Partners is a management consulting firm dedicated to helping hospitals, IPAs and clinics understand the impact of IT decisions on their business through the use of proprietary tools and services. CS Partners works hand in hand with key organizational leaders to understand the variety of long-term business options by using business case analysis, return on investment, and total costs of ownership models, CS Partners helps guide management in the selection and implementation of the most strategic and cost-effective IT alternative. For more information, visit  HYPERLINK "http://www.cspartners.com" www.cspartners.com. 

About Health Innovation Partners

Healthcare Innovation Partners is a Florida-based consulting firm focused on operations and information technology services across the continuum of the healthcare industry. Our vision is to transform healthcare delivery for each client, and with each solution, into a system of patient-centered care that is technologically enabled, clinically excellent, financially viable and operationally sustainable.  We strive to improve the clinical and operational performance of healthcare delivery organizations by leveraging senior industry experts with operations and clinical backgrounds, and a shared passion to transform healthcare through the effective use of technology. 
 

About IQS Research
IQS Research was formed in 1999 with the sole purpose of providing the facts and information organizations need to be successful.  Over the years we have developed a reputation for being able to gather and analyze data so that the client receives meaningful information and insights that can be immediately put into action.  

Through the use of cutting edge data gathering tools, combined with steadfast analysis methodologies, we are able to provide the non-clinical research services needed by today’s medical professional.  

 

Our unique ability to deploy the most effective process for gathering the information means IQS Research can develop research programs that maximize return on investment while providing the information necessary for organizations to move to the next level. 
About Healthvision 

Healthvision creates Connected Healthcare Communities by helping market leaders quickly and cost-effectively plan for and deliver patient-centric information via shared information exchanges. Healthvision’s capabilities cover the spectrum of needs ranging from a suite of strategic consulting services to web-based infrastructure and applications -- all designed to enhance decision-making and effectiveness. The Healthvision e-Health Interoperability Platform and applications improve access to clinical information and enhance coordination and collaboration of care.

The company’s Web-based infrastructure, e-healthSOURCE, is the most widely used in the industry, hosting more than 8.5 million unique patient records. Additionally, more than 350 healthcare organizations use the company’s solutions to make health care easier for their key audiences – a number that represents more than 30,000 clinicians (including 11,000 physicians), thousands of patients and millions of consumers. A privately held company, based in Irving, Texas, Healthvision was formed in July 1999. For more information, visit  HYPERLINK "http://www.healthvision.com/" www.healthvision.com. 

#############

For more information, press only: 

Mike Lipari, Senior Vice President of Strategy, Healthvision

Phone: 972-819-4111   Email: mlipari@healthvision.com
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